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others, a section of whom again proposed that Gopalakrishnayya's
resignation be accepted forthwith, adding now a clause that his
letter was an * insult * to the house, which would not brook any
dictation from outside!

A suggestion was made at that stage that Gopalakrishnayya
might be sent for to explain his letter and his conduct of the
previous day. The proposal received general consent from the
several impartials, who were shocked at the conduct of the * big
guns * and were anxious that an honourable compromise should be
arrived at, but it raised a flutter in the dove-cotes of the
elders; and even the biggest of them began to sulk, though
they dared not openly lead an opposition and silently mummed
away their helplessness.

Gopalakrishnayya was thus sent for. He came; and gave
^ detailed explanation of the contents of his letter. Adverting
to the alleged * insult * to the house, he expounded his view.s on
** Our parliamentary privileges **, saying that, according to the
Indian tradition, the * Sabha * was a manifestation of Divinity;
and he dared not s insult * anybody, much less God. He also
explained that, according to our tradition, one was at liberty to
address a Sabha, in the language of Kavi Choudappa, with ten
moral and ten obscene sayings, if need be; and even if something
strange or out-of-the-way in his language or conduct was to be
noticed, it was in accordance with our traditional <f Privileges **
of a Sabha, and no "insult** was meant to anybody, and least
of all to the house. But if anybody should still feel hurt, he
would apologise to the house, for the Sabha was a manifestation
of God ; and, so saying, he prostrated himself before the gathering.

The scene was a soul-stirring one; and it moved everybody
who was present, barring the determined clique* The house,
however, agreed to accept the terms of Gopalakrishnayya ; and
entrusted to him the three departments mentioned in his letter*
It was a nominal victory for him5 however, as we shall see
presently; but it was there for what it was worth, and was
acquiesced in as the best under the circumstances. The elders
were still reluctant, but had to give way for the time being.